
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flock News 
Spring 2021 

Spring is here, along with some 
sunshine at last!  

It’s our favourite, busiest time of year, when 
we farm vets spend most of our time bringing 
reluctant babies into the world. Lambing time is a 
rollercoaster of emotions for farmers – hopefully 
rewarding, sometimes heart-breaking, always 
exhausting. Now your lambs are have safely arrived, 
we are here to make sure they stick around(!) and 
help you get the best out of them.  

When people joke about lambs being born 
with the sole ambition to die, it can sometimes feel a 
bit close to the mark… in this newsletter, we will be 
focussing on some of the most frequent causes of 
losses in the months from birth to weaning, and how 
we can avoid them.  

 We hope you enjoy reading our first ever 
edition of Flock News, which will normally be 
exclusively for our Healthy Flock Club members. If 
you would like to continue receiving newsletters, 
invitations to information evenings and workshops, 
and a personalised herd health package developed 
specifically for your farm, please join us! Just drop 
Kate or Emily a message at the practice, and we’ll call 
you back for a chat. 

Thank you for your ongoing support! 

Team Farm 

 

Because they can...? 

Targeting less than 10% losses before weaning may 
seem reasonable when everything is going right, 
however we all experience years when everything 
goes wrong, and with 30% of losses occur between 
scanning and birth, this may be before lambing has 
even began. The majority of lamb deaths (49%) occur 
within the first 48 hours of lambing, so the good news 
is that hopefully you are past the worst of it now!  

 

Dwelling on what went wrong is only useful as far as 
adapting future plans. Recording the reasons for 
losses, not just the numbers, will help us when we 
come to creating your flock health plan for next year. 
Now lambing is over, let’s focus on preventing the 
main causes of losses in older lambs: 

Parasites: 

Nematodirus can strike very quickly, killing a lot 
of lambs in a very short time. It affects young lambs 
on pasture that was grazed by lambs the previous 
year. It is normally seen in late Spring, after a period 
of “cold-conditioning” causes a mass hatch of worm 
eggs, just as the young lambs start to graze. The 
Nematodirus Forecast published on the SCOPS 
website is invaluable for predicting when this hatch 
will occur, allowing you to move your lambs onto safe 
pasture in time. If any Nematodirus eggs are detected 
on your routine faecal worm egg counts, we advise 
worming with a Group 3 (avermectin-based) drench. 

Strongyles such as Teladorsagia reduce growth 
rates and heavy burdens may cause diarrhoea, weight 
loss and even death. Regular worm egg 



 counts (every 4-6 weeks from turn-out until winter) 
will help us keep an eye on worm levels and tell us 
if/when we need to treat. We can also find out how 
effective the wormer has been – with ever 
increasing levels of resistance being seen with all 
groups of anthelmintic, this has never been so 
important. Collect 5 samples of very fresh lamb 
faeces, put it all in one put and drop it in at the 
practice – we’ll sort the rest. 

Coccidiosis usually strikes lambs between 4 
and 6 weeks of age, normally in more intensive 
systems. It is causes by a tiny protozoal parasite 
that invades the gut wall and causes severe 
diarrhoea and weight loss. Lambs that survive will 
be permanently stunted. Colostrum intake at birth 
is vital for prevention, but now you can reduce the 
risk by avoiding using nursery paddocks, (where 
infection is easily passed from one group of lambs 
to the next), keeping lambs of different ages in 
separate groups and minimising stress as far as 
possible. Your routine faecal worm egg counts will 
keep an eye on cocci levels – if they become a 
problem, we will recommend an appropriate 
treatment for your system.   

Fly-strike is a horribly painful condition that is 
usually only detected when it’s already too late. It is 
estimated 80% of flocks have one or more cases per 
year. Chemical fly prevention should be considered 
paramount in the interest of welfare, and started 
BEFORE challenge is anticipated. Different products 
contain different active ingredients with different 
durations of action– check the data sheet and make 
sure you re-apply it BEFORE the protection runs 
out. Tail docking, dagging/shearing, controlling 
gastrointestinal parasites, avoiding sudden dietary 
changes and treating foot-rot promptly are all 
important in the fight against flies. 

 

Pasteurella pneumonia: 

Pasteurellosis is a mixed bacterial infection 
which cause septicaemia in young lambs, 
pneumonia in older animals and mastitis in ewes. It 
is generally exacerbated when stress has led to 
suppression of the immune system, e.g. after 
weaning, severe weather, transportation and 
mixing of groups. Buying-in and introducing new 
animals to the group carries a huge risk – a 
minimum quarantine period of 3 weeks is always 
recommended. Breeding ewes should be fully 
vaccinated against Pasteurellosis (e.g. with 
Heptavac P) prior to lambing, which should provide 
year-round protection. Lambs will receive up to 5 
weeks passive immunity from their dams through 
colostrum, but then will require their own two-dose 
vaccination course to ensure protection is 
maintained. The first dose can be given from 3 
weeks of age.  

 

The only definitive way to diagnose Pasteurellosis is 
on post-mortem, however it may be suspected 
based on clinical signs. Treatment involves 
antibiotics (often Terramycin LA) and most 
importantly, an anti-inflammatory such as 
Metacam. Even if the animals recover, growth rates 
will be affected and they will be pre-disposed to 
further infections. 

Clostridial diseases such as lamb 
dysentery, pulpy kidney, struck, tetanus, braxy, 
blackleg, black disease can all be protected against 
by vaccinating lambs after their maternal antibodies 
are lost. Heptavac P Plus provides good protection 
against the full spectrum of Clostridial bacteria as 
well as Pasteurella (as discussed above). The two-
dose course can be started from 3 weeks of age.  



 IN THE NEWS: 

Wormer resistance found on 98% farms  

A clinical trial recently carried out in Wales has 
shown that 98% of the farms included in the study 
had resistance to one or more groups of wormer. 
The trial was carried out between June and 
October 2020 on 49 different farms, using faecal 
egg count reduction testing (like we use here!) 
Faecal samples were taken from at least 90 lambs 
on each farm for individual worm egg counts. The 
lambs were then dosed with either a clear, yellow 
or white drench, or moxidectin. Faecal egg counts 
were then repeated after 7 or 14 days, depending 
on which drench was used.  

These results are extremely concerning, and 
highlight how important it is to repeat faecal egg 
counts after worming, to ensure that the product 
has worked in your flock. Repeated dosing with an 
ineffective wormer is a waste of time and money, 
but rotating wormers “just in case” increases the 
likelihood of multiple resistance developing - 
which would be a disaster. By submitting another 
pooled faecal sample for testing 14 days after a 
Group 1 or 3 drench, or 7 days after a Group 2 
drench, we can make sure the products you use 
remain effective.  

 

Foreign shearers to be allowed entry to UK: 

The National Association of Agricultural 
Contractors (NAAC) have recently announced that 
a special concession has been given to sheep 
shearers from overseas to come to the UK to work 
this summer. Although the COVID restrictions will 
still make travel for international shearers more 
difficult than normal, it is hoped that this 
concession will help ease the burden on UK 
shearers and allow our flocks to be sheared with 
minimal disruption. It is advised to get in touch 
with your shearer early to avoid disappointment. 

Strong lamb trade eases slightly: 

The AHDB reported this week that the 
deadweight prices for old-season lamb (OSL) and 
spring lamb fell slightly to 674p/kg and 
686.6p/kg respectively, despite the tightening of 
supplies, with numbers sold down by 
approximately 3%. UK deadweight prices are still 
beating those seen in France and Germany 
however. Similarly, the liveweight prices for old-
season lamb fell 12.4p/kg to 289.8p/kg – this is 
still up 80p/kg compared to the same week last 
year. The good news is that spring lamb 
liveweight prices have increased 9.34p/kg to 
347.6p/kg this week. The number of lambs put 
through sales decreased for the second week in 
a row, down 6% on last week. Spring lambs 
made up 21% of the throughput seen at sales 
this week. 

 

Surge in dog attacks during COVID 
lockdown: 

A new survey by the National Sheep Association, 
has shown a massive spike in the number of 
incidences of sheep worrying by dogs in the past 
year. 

616 sheep farmers were question, of which 2/3 
reported an increase in the number of attacks. It 
is suspected that the increase in dog ownership 
during the COVID pandemic is a likely factor in 
this increasing issue.  

On Friday 30 April, the NSA launched #LeadOn, a 
two-week campaign that aims to encourage dog 
owners to be responsible and act as an example 
to others by keeping their pets on leads in the 
presence of livestock. 

Farmers are encouraged to post about their own 
experiences on social media using #LeadOn. 
Together we can highlight the devasting impact 
of attacks and help educate the help educate 
dog owners about the importance of leads! 



 

 

 


